Science Chapter 8 Notes

1. A cast is a type of fossil formed when minerals fill the space left after an organism’s remains dissolve.

2. An index fossil helps scientists find the age of a rock layer that may be out of order.

3. The study of fossils is called paleontology.

4. The hollow space that is left after an organism’s remains dissolve is a mold.

5. Most fossils are formed in sedimentary rock.

6. A bird leaves a footprint in the mud.  The mud hardens into stone.  This is a trace fossil.

7. Some kinds of living things have not changed in millions of years is true.

8. A shark has a skeleton made of soft, firm material that is also found in human ears.  A shark’s teeth are most likely to become a fossil.

9. The best description of an index fossil is that it lived in many places for only a short time.

10. Trapping in amber can preserve a whole animal.

11. Pangea was an ancient giant continent.

12. A fossil fish found in a desert is evidence of the land once being under water.

13. Fossils show that ginkgoes were much more common 30 million years ago.  Fossil ginkgo leaves from that time look almost exactly like leaves from living ginkgo trees.  These findings suggest that Ginkgo trees have not changed much over the past 30 million years.

14. A rock layer is 25 million years old.  What can you infer about the age of the rock layer below it if the rocks have not moved?

15. A paleontologist finds a fossil of an unknown insect.  How can the paleontologist classify the fossil, and what will he compare it to?

